
PATHWAY



HOW DO I GROW IN MY FAITH ?

At Maryland, we use the phrase “take a step closer to Christ” often. What does that actually mean? How do we 
take a step closer to Christ? What does that look like in our life? The discipleship pathway maps out how people 
can take their next step in their faith at Maryland Community Church. Over the next four weeks, we will lay out 
the framework our church uses to guide people as they mature in their faith. When God makes us new in Christ, 
we don’t ever stop growing. As we grow, it’s vital that we look to scripture and dig into the life God has called us 
to. As we look at the pathway, we will hopefully be challenged to take the next step in our journey with Christ. 

  How to Use the Questions

Each week, our group will go through 4 categories of questions. We will always start with a question that helps 
the group dig into a specific passage of scripture that will act as a spring board to apply God’s word to our lives. 
We want God’s word to be our authority, and we want to make it real to our day to day  existence. The hope is 
that we will dig deeply into scripture, then use that to interpret and apply the Word of God to our lives through 
the different steps of our discipleship pathway. As you dig into scripture with your group, a helpful way to talk 
about/think about scripture is to use the ETH arc. 

As your group works through the scripture, we want to apply the principles of God’s word to our lives as we 
seek to grow and connect, commit and influence. 
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E=Exegetical  This asks the question “What is scripture saying to 
the people it was originally written to?” What is the context of the 
passage? The spiritual climate of the people that would have first 
read it? What was going on in their lives at the time it was written? 

T=Theological This asks the question “What eternal truth or 
priniciple can we take away from this passage that is true for all 
people in all times?” A passage in the Old Testament may have 
rebuked the Israelites at that time for worshipping Baal. The theo-
logical principle we would take away from that would be “Idolatry 
is sin and destructive to our souls” 

H=Homeletical This asks the question “How can I apply this 
passage to my life right now?” So to follow the example from 
above, “What am I worshiping instead of God? Where do I need 
to repent and release idols I am pursuing in my life?”



Ephesians 2:1-10

2:1 And although you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2:2 in which you formerly lived according to this world’s pres-
ent path, according to the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the ruler of the spirit that is now energizing the sons of disobedience, 
2:3 among whom all of us also formerly lived out our lives in the cravings of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath even as the rest …2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with 
which he loved us, 2:5 even though we were dead in transgressions, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you are 
saved!—2:6 and he raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 2:7 to demonstrate 
in the coming ages the surpassing wealth of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 2:8 For by grace you are saved 
through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; 2:9 it is not from works, so that no one can boast. 2:10 For we 
are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we may do them. 

. 
The first movement in our faith happens when we begin to follow Christ. Following Christ is not just  a 
set of behaviors, but the re-birth of our souls through the power of the atoning death and ressurection 
of Jesus. Ultimately, connecting to Christ is at the center of our faith. We are not disciples without Je-
sus. The cornerstone of our faith is our connection with Jesus, and when we forget that, we will either 
err into thinking our goodness saves us or that we do not need saving in the first place. It’s critical that 
we stay centered on what makes us children of God, our connection to Christ. 

Scripture

Based on what you read in Eph 2:1-10, how do we become Christians? What are some common 
mis-conceptions of what it means to be a Christian? How can those be harmful to our souls? 

Connect
When did you become a Christian? Where did that happen? How is your life different now because of 
it? 

Commit
What does your spiritual life look like because of what Christ has done for you? Why do we make com-
mitments to the church and one another if we were saved by grace? 

Influence
How would you arituclate the gospel? What does it look like to share the Gospel with people? Where 
can you do that? With who? 

Connect to Christ 



Ephesians 2:11-22

2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh—who are called “uncircumcision” by the so-called 
“circumcision” that is performed on the body by human hands—2:12 that you were at that time without the Messiah, alienat-
ed from the citizenship of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who used to be far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 2:14 For he is our 
peace, the one who made both groups into one and who destroyed the middle wall of partition, the hostility, 2:15 when he 
nullified in his flesh the law of commandments in decrees. He did this to create in himself one new man out of two, thus 
making peace, 2:16 and to reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by which the hostility has been killed. 
2:17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near, 2:18 so that through 
him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 2:19 So then you are no longer foreigners and noncitizens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of God’s household, 2:20 because you have been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 2:21 In him the whole building, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 2:22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit.

We need God. We were created to worship and have a relationship with him. However, sometimes we 
stop there with our description of what it means to be a Christian, and the bible teaches us that there is 
more to it. We are also created to have relationships with each other. We are not just conencted to God 
throught Christ, we are also connected to one another. Are you acting like it? What does that look like? 
The barriers that seperate us have been overcome by the unity we have been given in Jesus Christ. 
We should seek to find connection to the local church because we have already been made a part of 
it-the only question is whether or not we will act like it. 

Scripture 
The dividing wall of partition refers to the way Christ unified the Jews & the Gentiles with one another 
through him. The primary dividing issue in the 1st church was the divide between Jewish believers and 
everyone else. What are some the the dividing issues you have experienced between yourself and 
other believers? 

Connect
What prevents people from being connected to the church? At MCC, we define being connected as 
being in a group or serving, how can you help/be a part of being getting connected? 

Commit
Which is a harder commitment for you to keep and why:Serving or being in community? 

Influence
Who is in your life that needs to be connected to the church? How do you think your group could play 
a part in helping people get connected to the church? 

Connect to Church 



1 Cor 12:13-21

12:13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or free, we were all made to drink 
of the one Spirit. 12:14 For in fact the body is not a single member, but many. 12:15 If the foot says, “Since I am not a hand, I am 
not part of the body,” it does not lose its membership in the body because of that. 12:16 And if the ear says, “Since I am not 
an eye, I am not part of the body,” it does not lose its membership in the body because of that. 12:17 If the whole body were 
an eye, what part would do the hearing? If the whole were an ear, what part would exercise the sense of smell? 12:18 But as a 
matter of fact, God has placed each of the members in the body just as he decided. 12:19 If they were all the same member, 
where would the body be? 12:20 So now there are many members, but one body. 12:21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do 
not need you,” nor in turn can the head say to the foot, “I do not need you.”

Last week we looked at how Christ has made us one. This week, we are going to dig into the way the 
Church allows us to fulfill the purpose we were made one for. If we are a follower of Christ, we don’t 
get to decide if we are a part of the church or not. We are a part of the church because we are a part of 
Christ. We do get to decide if we are going to act like it. We are a part of the church and we were creat-
ed to be commited to it. This is why membership is an important piece of life at MCC. It is a way for us 
to articulate and grow in how we make up the body of Christ.

Scripture 
How does the picture of the church painted by Paul in the passage above differ from the way church 
can look as characterized by our culture? How is the church like the body in the above passage? How 
is it not? 

Connect
Why do you think many people don’t see the church as a body they are a part of, but just a place they 
go? What are some of the major barriers that stand in the way of people acting as the body of Christ as 
opposed to just attenders at a building? 

Commit
Of the 6 commitments members make at MCC (worship attendance, daily prayer, daily time in the bible, 
community, service and tithing) which is the most difficult for you and why? Which is the easiest? What 
are some ways that you can be inentional in growing in those commitments? 

Influence
How can we help people grow in their commitment to the church? What are some practical ways we 
can do the opposite of the admonishion in v. 21? How can we affirm and enable different members of 
the body to play their role and thrive? 

Commit to Church 



Influence 
Acts 19:21-20

19:21 Now after all these things had taken place, Paul resolved to go to Jerusalem, passing through 
Macedonia and Achaia. He said, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” 19:22 So after sending 
two of his assistants, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, he himself stayed on for a while in the province 
of Asia. 19:23 At that time a great disturbance took place concerning the Way. 19:24 For a man named 
Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought a great deal of business to the 
craftsmen. 19:25 He gathered these together, along with the workmen in similar trades, and said, “Men, 
you know that our prosperity comes from this business. 19:26 And you see and hear that this Paul has 
persuaded and turned away a large crowd, not only in Ephesus but in practically all of the province of 
Asia, by saying that gods made by hands are not gods at all. 19:27 There is danger not only that this 
business of ours will come into disrepute, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be 
regarded as nothing, and she whom all the province of Asia and the world worship will suffer the loss of 
her greatness.” 19:28 When they heard this they became enraged and began to shout, “Great is Artemis 
of the Ephesians!” 19:29 The city was filled with the uproar, and the crowd rushed to the theater together, 
dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, the Macedonians who were Paul’s traveling companions.

Can you imagine so people becoming Christians that an entire industry is shut down? We talk about 
wanting to change and influence the world in a meaningful way, and this section of Acts is a great picture 
of what big change looks like. As we look at the ways we influence the world around us, it’s important to 
examine the way scripture calls us to engage culture, spread the Gospel and make a difference in the 
world. 

Scripture 
How do you think that Paul went from speading the gospel to people to creating a riot in the idol 
making buisiness because so many people had stopped buying them? What did he do to have such a 
powerful influence? Did he have great lights and music? Did he shame people kneeling for the national 
anthem really well on social media? Was he just really cool? Paul obviously wielded a powerful influ-
ence in the city, what do you think enabled him to be so effective? 

Connect
Influence without community is difficult. Who are you putting yourself in proximity to that you have influ-
ence over? We all have influence, where is yours? 

Commit
How do engaging the commitments of the church sharpen and expand your influence? What do you 
feel like are the most effective practices you engage in that develop your influence in the world? 

Influence
This is a big questions-How are you going to influence the community for the Gospel? Where do you 
need to go? What do you need to do? What scary/uncomfortable areas is God calling you into to influ-
ence the world with the Gospel? How are you going to do that? 


