


Why does it matter that we understand our faith? That’s the underly-
ing message of the book of Jude. When we understand what makes us who 
we are, it’s more difficult for us to be led astray. The book of Jude ad-
dresses a church, mostly made up of Jews who had become Christians, 
that was dealing with the destruction left in the wake of false teach-
ers. 

The book of Jude gives readers a clear picture of what happens when 
God’s people rebel against the created order of the universe. We also 
see what a proper, obedient response to the truth of who God is should 
look like in the life of a Christian. If God has saved us, then we will re-
spond in a way that reflects the truth of who we are in Christ. 

We want to close out the C Group session with a clear, deep examination 
of the word of God, then leave with a better understanding of WHAT OUR 
LIVES SHOULD LOOK LIKE if we are Christ followers.  



Authorship: 

The book of Jude was written by Judah, brother of Jesus. We have multi-
ple extra biblical sources that confirm this to be true. He was not a be-
liever in Jesus until after the resurrection, then we see that he became 
a believer, and eventually the leader of the church in Jerusalem. 

“The name Jude also appears in the lists of bishops of Jerusalem enumer-
ated by Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. 4.5.3) and Epiphanius (Pan. 66.20.1– 2).[ 4] Epipha-
nius identifies Jude as the third bishop of Jerusalem, after James and Sime-
on. The Apostolic Constitutions (7.46) concurs with this identification: “Now 
concerning those bishops which have been ordained in our lifetime, we let 
you know that they are these: James the bishop of Jerusalem, the brother 
of our Lord; upon whose death the second was Simeon the son of Cleopas; 
after whom the third was Judas the son of James.” Eusebius, on the oth-
er hand, says the third bishop was Justus, although he concurs that the 
first two were James and Simeon.” 
 
Green, Gene (2008-11-01). Jude and 2 Peter (Baker Exegetical Commentary on 
the New Testament) (Kindle Locations 582-588). Baker Publishing Group. Kin-
dle Edition.

Date & Purpose

The book of Jude was most likely written between the late 50’s and ear-
ly 60’s AD. The book was written to Jewish christians in the first century 
encouraging them to contend for the faith. 

The error had both a theological and moral component. Jude’s Epistle 
is an impassioned plea for the believers to engage in battle against the 
incursion of the error, that is, “to contend for the faith that was once 
and for all handed down to the saints” (v. 3). This letter exhorts the 
believers facing the error to be built up and stand firm in the faith (vv. 
20– 21). But the troublers of the church were persuasive in their appeal 
and some in the church were being swayed by them. Jude, therefore, calls 
the church to action. On the one hand, they are to show mercy on those 
who are wavering (v. 22— see the commentary on the textual problems re-
lated to this and the following verse). 
 
Green, Gene (2008-11-01). Jude and 2 Peter (Baker Exegetical Commentary on 
the New Testament) (Kindle Locations 902-907). Baker Publishing Group. Kin-
dle Edition.



Week 1 

vv. 1-16
Greeting
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, 
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May 
mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to 
write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to 
you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For cer-
tain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemna-
tion, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our 
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now I want to remind you, although you once 
fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward de-
stroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not stay within their own 
position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains 
under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— 7 just as Sodom and Go-
morrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and 
pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal 
fire. 8 Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, 
reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the archangel Michael, 
contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to 
pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people 
blaspheme all that they do not understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, 
like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively. 11 Woe to them! For they walked in 
the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error and 
perished in Korah’s rebellion. 12 These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they 
feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept 
along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of 
the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the gloom 
of utter darkness has been reserved forever. 14 It was also about these that Enoch, 
the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands 
of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all 
their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all 
the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 16 These are grumblers, 
malcontents, following their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, show-
ing favoritism to gain advantage. 

Scripture
Why was Jude so concerned about false teachers? Why is wrong belief so dangerous in 
the church? Isn’t God just all loving? Why does what we teach matter? 

Connect
How can sin prevent us from connecting to Christ/or the Church? What sins have you 
seen prevent people from getting connected? 

Commit
We know that Jesus died for our sins, and we don’t achieve salvation through works, 
but faith alone. In that light, how are you bulding a faith that is resitant to false 
teaching? How does that happen? 

Influence
This section of Jude is clear about the consequences of disobediene. How do we 
enter a disobedient world and with wisdom help people see and hear the truth? 



Week 2

17 But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apos-
tles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They said to you, “In the last 
time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly pas-
sions.” 19 It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, de-
void of the Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up 
in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep 
yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 22 And have mer-
cy on those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them out 
of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the 
garment stained by the flesh. 24 Now to him who is able to 
keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, 
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. 
Amen. 

Scripture
What does it look like to live out the life we are called to in 
vv20-23 in 21st century America? How do we live out those com-
mands in our lives? 

Connect
What does it mean to keep ourselves in the Love of God? 

Commit
How can we have mercy on those who doubt? What do you 
think that means? 

Influence 
What do you think it means when this section says “hating even 
the garmet stained by the flesh”? 


