


Generosity is a loaded word. Depending on who you are, that word can create a number of different reac-
tions in your heart. Maybe you hear generosity and feel guilty or fearful because you don’t particularly like 
the idea of giving money or time to something. Maybe you hear generosity and think of writing a check, or 
bringing someone food, donating some clothing, a mission trip, or maybe you hear generosity and just think 
about the tax write off you are about to enjoy. 

As in almost everything we see scripture teach us, we will see that our generosity is about our heart. Our ac-
tions are an overflow of our hearts and when we go to scripture, we will see that our generosity extends far 
beyond our bank accounts. If we only view opporunities for generosity through the lens of money, there is 
so much we are missing out on. Over the next 4 weeks, we want to lay the teachings over scripture over our 
lives and our hearts and seek obedience to the calling God has put on our lives. Generosity is not an option 
for Chistians, it is a 
calling. We want to passionatley pursue generosity with all of our lives-not to just make the world a better 
place-but to embody and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

There are 3 targets we want to look at every week as we go through this study: 

Where do I need to CONNECT to Christ or the Church? 

Specifically in the ways I understand generosity, are there areas in my life where I am not connected to the 
Church? Where am I lacking relationship or involvement at my local church? At MCC, we define being 
connected as being a Christian who is either 1.) in a class or group environment 2.) serving somewhere or 3.) 
a member of the church. So through the lens of generosity, where do we need to be connected? Connected-
ness is a byproduct of the gospel. Jesus connects us to God, but he also connects us to each other. A sign of 
spiritual maturity is living into the connections Christ has won for us. 

How am I COMMITED to the local Church? 

We don’t do things so that we will be saved, but becuase we have been forgiven, we love God. Scripture 
clearly teaches us that we have a role in the local church. It’s not just a place we go, it’s a body we are a 
member of. That doesn’t mean it’s always easy, or that we have to be perfect. But...we do want to examine 
how we are thriving or striving in our commitments to the body. At MCC, we basically talk about 6 commit-
ments in the life of a believer: daily prayer, daily scripture, regular worship attendance, community, service 
and tithing. 

How am I INFLUENCING the world with the Gospel of Jesus? 

We are all influencing the world around us in one way or another. As followers of Christ, we want to influence 
it with the Gospel. What does that look like in terms of our generosity? We want to explore and expand the 
way our generostiy is a conduit that the Gospel makes it’s way into Terre Haute through.  



TIME
Ephesians 5:15-16 (AMP)

Therefore see that you walk carefully [living life with honor, purpose, and courage; shunning those who tol-
erate and enable evil], not as the unwise, but as wise [sensible, intelligent, discerning people], 16 making the 
very most of your time [on earth, recognizing and taking advantage of each opportunity and using it with 
wisdom and diligence], because the days are [filled with] evil.

Time is the most challenging asset to be generous with. It feels like we don’t have enough of it to begin with. 
When we think about generosity, no matter what you are being generous with, at some point, it’s going to 
all come back to your time. What do we spend our time on? What is the end goal of your schedule? How do 
you prioritize what you are spending your time on? How does it line up with what you hope to accomplish 
with your life? We are going to spend our time on something. God has called us to spend it on the things 
that matter. To live a life that reflects that, we have to remove the barriers that prevent us from being 
generous with the time we have been given. 

SCRIPTURE

How can you be careful with your time? What does that look like? Where have you been careless with your 
time in the past? 

CONNECT 

One of the primary ways that we can be generous with our time is by using it to serve others. Where does 
that happen for you? 

If it doesnt, why not? What are the roadblocks that stand in between you and serving others?

COMMIT

What commitments around your time could you make that would increase your generosity? What coudl you 
commit to changing, cutting out or adding that would free you to be more generous with your time?

INFLUENCE 

How can you change your community through the use of your time? Think about it. Like any investment, the 
return we recieve helps us calculate the value of what we put in. Where do you see the positive effects of 
your generosity? What could you accomplish with your time if you were generous with it? 



Talent
Ephesians 
2:8 For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
2:9 it is not from works, so that no one can boast. 2:10 For we are his workmanship, having been 
created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we may do them. 

When we consider ourselves, it’s sometimes easier to notice the things we aren’t good at, what we 
can’t do, the talents we don’t have that others do-and we disqualify ourselves from being used by 
God. Some people are not gnerous with their talent beccause they don’t want to make the time 
or effort to be-but other aren’t generous wtih their talent because they think they don’t have any. 
God’s voice tells us a different story. We are God’s workmanship, his masterpieces-and we were 
made for good works. The question is, what are they? Where are we doing them? 

SCRIPTURE: 

How does this section of Ephesians help you understand the connection between faith and works? 

CONNECT

Why do we need to be connected to Christ in order to fully live into the purpose God created us 
for? 

How do you feel like YOUR talents and the use of them fit into the body of Christ (The Church)? 

COMMIT

At MCC, one of the key commitments we talk aobut is the commitment to serve. This section of 
Ephesians is a good picture of why. We are created for good works and big part of living gener-
ously is using our talents to fulfill what God has set in front of us. What does that commitment 
look like for you? Where are you committed to using your talents? If that is something you aren’t 
doing, what is standing in your way? What would it look like for you to move into serving/using 
your talents? 

INFLUENCE 

Influencing and leading people is about more than just using your talents, it’s about helping other 
people discover and use theirs. How would you do that? Where is that happening in your life? Are 
you buliding into people around you, helping them step into the good works God has prepared to 
go before them? 



Treasure
Acts 
4:32 The group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and no one said that any of his posses-
sions was his own, but everything was held in common. 4:33 With great power the apostles were giving 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all. 4:34 For there was no one 
needy among them, because those who were owners of land or houses were selling them and bringing the 
proceeds from the sales 4:35 and placing them at the apostles’ feet. The proceeds were distributed to each, 
as anyone had need. 4:36 So Joseph, a Levite who was a native of Cyprus, called by the apostles Barnabas 
(which is translated “son of encouragement”), 4:37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money 
and placed it at the apostles’ feet. 

Financial generosity brings everyone into a rythym of life that reflects the heart of God. This passage of Acts 
gives us a picture of a community that was driven by love and unity. Everyone was looking out for the needs 
of the people around them as opposed to competing with them. Needs were met, healing was found and the 
gospel went out into the world. Our financial generosity grounds us in the reality that life is not just about 
us. It’s about loving the community God has placed us in, and financial generosity is a big part of that. When 
God created us to need one another, that neccessitated our willingness to be generous and sacrificial in the 
name of the needs of the people around us. 

SCRIPTURE

What would a 21st Cenutry version of the church described in Acts 4 look like? How would Maryland look, 
function, engage people if this described us? What about your small group? What would you as an individual 
need to do to make this description a reality here in Terre Haute? Or what are you already doing? 

CONNECT 

When have you experienced the generosity of people in the church in your life? Been blessed by someone 
giving to you? What did that look like? How did it effect your faith/family/life/etc? 

Where do you have opporunitites to connect with people in the church through generosity? What needs do 
you see? How would you go about trying to connect with people in need? 

COMMIT

Why do you think that a commitment to financial giving is such a common command in Scripture? 

What has it looked like for you to commit to financial generosity in the past? Or if you haven’t, why not? 

INFLUENCE 

How does your financial generosity play a role in influencing people for the gospel? How has your generostiy 
made a difference in the world? 

If money were no object, how would you want to use your financial generosity to change the world for the 
gospel? 



Travel 
Matthew 28:16 

So the eleven disciples went to Galilee to the mountain Jesus had designated. 28:17 When they saw him, they 
worshiped him, but some doubted. 28:18 Then Jesus came up and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 28:20 teaching them to obey everything I have com-
manded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

God calls us to go. Our faith is more than going to church on Sunday, it’s taking who God is into the world. 
The word we use to describe taking the Gospel of Jesus to the world around us at Maryland is “missions”. 
When we talk about missions at MCC, we are talking about fulfilling the commands of Jesus in Matthew 28. 
Why do we go? It gives us a purpose. It gives others the opporuntity to hear the Gospel. It glorifies God. 
We’ve heard from a number of different people, orginizations and MCC members this weekend, now it’s time 
for us to reflect on how God has wired us and what it looks like for us to engage in MCC’s attempts to go 
with the Gospel and be obedient to the call of Jesus. 

SCRIPTURE

When Jesus commands his followers to go into the world, he teels them to baptize and make disciples. How 
do you make a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
 
CONNECT 

How did you hear about Jesus? Who made you a disciple? What did that look like? 

COMMIT

Where do you feel like you see MCC sending people? 

Why is it important for us to be committed locally as well as globally? What can that look like? 

INFLUENCE 

Where has God called you to go? Why? What does that look like? What is stopping you from going? 


