
Hey Parents and Church Family, 

Change is good. It’s a constant in growth, life and forward movement. But while change is good, transitions can 
be awkward (and in student ministry we’re surrounded by people going through puberty, so we know about 
awkward transitions…)! As we get ready for the adventure of a new calendar year in 2018, we’re taking 
advantage of this key season to make a strategic change in our MCC Students schedule beginning the weekend 
of December 31st.  

In 2016 our pastors began to seek discernment on what it would look like to integrate students into the whole 
church body with the goal of involving and retaining teenagers long term. From our view of Student Ministry in 
America, research on teen faith, and what we were observing at Maryland Community Church, we believe that 
we need to make transitions that can bring about a healthier and longer lasting faith for students. 

Our priority in MCC Students is to partner with parents to help students take one step closer to Christ. We also 
want to partner with parents to help students develop and take ownership of their faith, that in turn lasts a 
lifetime. We believe these changes will help families do this better. 

Why Change?  

The unfortunate reality is that most churches in America are not growing in attendance and they aren’t getting 
any younger. According to extensive research the share of adults in the U.S. who identify as Christians fell from 
78% to 71% between 2007 and 2014. The corresponding increase in those who identify as “religiously 
unaffiliated” jumped from 16% to 23% during that time. Research shows that no major Christian tradition is 
growing in the U.S. today.  

There has also been a consistent trend in the last decade of churches growing older in the United States. Adults 
ages 18 to 29 make up 22% of the adult population in the U.S. Yet this same age group represents less than 10% 
of church attendees nationwide. Across cultures, a major turning point for young people’s faith seems to be high 
school graduation. Multiple studies highlight that close to 50% of youth group seniors - young people in our 
church - drift from God and the faith community after they graduate from high school.  

As followers of Jesus, parents and leaders who have been in student and pastoral ministry much of our adult 
lives, we aren’t satisfied with the dangers of shrinking and aging of our worshipping community. We bet you 
aren’t either. We also understand that families in our community are busy. Our heart is not to burden families, but 
to come alongside them. We are increasingly aware that offering an age-specific weekend service and an age-
specific midweek service for every student, rather than serving families, simply adds one more activity to an 
already full schedule. 



The goal for our new schedule is two-fold: 

     1)  To involve and retain teenagers to grow spiritually, missionally and numerically at MCC. 
     2) To offer programming times that fit your family’s weekly rhythm, with a Sunday morning service for middle   
         school students and a Wednesday night service for high school students. 

What’s Changing?  

Beginning on December 31st, our existing Sunday Student Service times will be geared exclusively toward 
middle school students. These services will include a fun and high-energy large group experience with worship 
and teaching, and also small groups during every service hour. 

High school students will be welcomed into the sanctuary for weekend services, and as always there are many 
opportunities for students to join one of our weekend serving teams. We are excited for students to be 
welcomed into our church-wide ministry teams to serve alongside the greater MCC community! Students will be 
able to serve in all areas including Worship, Productions, Connections, Cafe, Kids and Students teams. 
November 5th & 12th will be two of our “Launch into Serving” weekends at Maryland Community church 
where students will begin signing up to serve on a ministry team!  

Starting January 10, we will be offering a weekly Wednesday night program exclusively for high school 
students from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at both campuses. This service will include great music and lots of fun in an 
environment that gives our high school students special attention. We will also host our high school small groups 
during this gathering. This service will allow our team to focus our attention, resources and abilities on bringing 
out the very best in our high school students. 

During the week, our goal will be to help organize a movement where students of all ages will meet on their 
individual campus to check in on one other, build relationships with one other, pray for one another, and join 
together in engaging and impacting their campus for Jesus Christ. Part of this will be happening through Youth 
for Christ and their clubs. We will also continue to build a culture where we serve and give back together, by 
expanding opportunities to engage within our church community as well as the greater community.  

As a parent, if you’d like to join us in affecting the lives of more students and helping them grow in engaging the 
world around them, please let us know. We will be expanding our team of Small Group Leaders this year. In 
order to give students the very best that they deserve, we need safe, positive, consistent, caring SGLs who will 
serve as coaches, mentors, and super-fans. If you are able to help in this way, please contact a member of our 
team and we’ll give you a high five, a huge thanks, and let you know your next steps.  

It is a privilege and an honor to be part of this adventure with you. Feel free to let us know if you have questions 
or concerns about anything. We know these transitions can be awkward and you might need someone to talk to 
(again, one of our specialties here in MCC Students)! Thank you for your continued support and involvement in 
our student ministry. We are excited about what God has next for all of us! 

MCC Students Team 
Maryland Community Church 

Scot Longyear, Senior Pastor 
Doug Napier, Executive Pastor 
Jim Pendleton, Family Pastor 
Melissa Medearis, Student Associate 

Perry Johnson, Student Elder 
Tim Ramseier, Student Elder  
Mike Goetschel, Student Coordinator 12 Points


