
GUIDE for WEEKS 4 - 6



“The spouse of Christ cannot be adulterous; she is uncorrupted and pure. She knows one home; 
she guards with chaste modesty the sanctity of one couch. She keeps us for God. She appoints the 
sons whom she has born for the kingdom. Whoever is separated from the Church and is joined to 
an adulteress, is separated from the promises of the Church; nor can he who forsakes the Church 
of Christ attain to the rewards of Christ. He is a stranger; he is profane; he is an enemy. He can 
no longer have God for his Father, who has not the Church for his mother.”

— Cyprian, Treatise on the Unity of the Church, 6.

The word “membership” does not appear in the New Testament, so why do we make it a key piece 
of our discipleship pathway? Does a Christian have to be a member of a church? Why is member-
ship such an important part of our faith? 

Although we don’t see the word membership in the New Testament, we do see believers described 
as “members” of the body of Christ and there is a universal assumption by the authors of scrip-
ture that the believers they were writing to were committed parts of a local church. As the church 
has grown and changed over time, the way people engage the church has changed as well. In the 
1st century, you would never visit a Christian church unless you were already a believer. The idea 
of a visitor would not have made sense to those Christ followers because the religious climate 
of the day. As Christianity spread and became the predominant religion in the West, “church” 
evolved into a place people went with varying levels of commitment and understanding of the 
faith. While that is not a negative thing, it is good for people to come see, hear and experience 
worship, it did create a new challenge of understanding what it means to be committed to a 
church. 

It’s out of this change that the idea of membership was born. So, at MCC, membership does not 
get you to heaven or make you a good person, but it is an integral part of our faith because it 
is representative of the way we are called to live life as Christ followers. We were never meant 
to have an individual faith. In scripture faith is always spoken of corporately. Membership is an 
expression of our commitment to a corporate faith. We are going to explore the six commitments 
of a church member and challenge one another to grow in those commitments, explore why they 
are important and talk through how we can remove any barriers that stand in the way of those 
commitments as we seek to live a life of worshipful obedience. 

1. Worship 2. Serve 3. Scripture 4. Prayer 5. Community 6. Giving

VIDEO RESOURCES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4tvDHl6u1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLaT-hKhMY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXnFKnBGcF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrU9u_elhQk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4tvDHl6u1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLaT-hKhMY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXnFKnBGcF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrU9u_elhQk


Week 4 - Prayer

Monday 
What is the Book of Romans: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ej_6dVdJSIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SVTl4Xa5fY

12:1 Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a sacrifice—alive, holy, and pleasing to God—which is your reasonable service. 
12:2 Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, so that you may test and approve what is the will of God—what is good and 
well-pleasing and perfect. 12:3 For by the grace given to me I say to every one of you not 
to think more highly of yourself than you ought to think, but to think with sober discern-
ment, as God has distributed to each of you a measure of faith. 12:4 For just as in one 
body we have many members, and not all the members serve the same function, 12:5 so we 
who are many are one body in Christ, and individually we are members who belong to one 
another. 

Study Questions 
1. What does it look like to present our bodies as holy sacrifices to God?
2. How do you conform to the world?
3. What is your function in the body of Christ?

Dig Deeper
12:1–2. The start of this practical section is indicated by Paul’s exhortation I urge (the first word of 
v. 1 in the Gr. text). Therefore also shows a transition (cf. “therefore” in 3:20; 5:1; 8:1). The basis of
Paul’s exhortation is God’s mercy (oiktirmōn, rendered “compassion” in 2 Cor. 1:3; Phil. 2:1; Col. 3:12,
and “mercy” in Heb. 10:28). God’s compassion has been described in detail in the first 11 chapters
of Romans. The content of Paul’s urging is to offer your bodies (cf. Rom. 6:13) as living sacrifices.
A Christian’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19–20). In the KJV “offer” is translat-
ed “present” (Rom. 12:1) and “yield” (6:13, 16, 19). The word “bodies,” mindful of the Old Testament
sacrifices, represents the totality of one’s life and activities, of which his body is the vehicle of
expression. In contrast with Old Testament sacrifices this is a “living” sacrifice. Such an offering is
holy (set apart) and pleasing (cf. “pleasing” in 12:2) to God. Furthermore, it is spiritual (logikēn;
cf. 1 Peter 2:2) worship (latreian). Latreian refers to any ministry performed for God, such as that
of the priests and the Levites. Christians are believer-priests, identified with the great High Priest,
the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Heb. 7:23–28; 1 Peter 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6). A believer’s offering of his total life
as a sacrifice to God is therefore sacred service. In the light of Paul’s closely reasoned and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ej_6dVdJSIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SVTl4Xa5fY


Tuesday
12:6 And we have different gifts according to the grace given to us. If the gift is prophecy, 
that individual must use it in proportion to his faith. 12:7 If it is service, he must serve; if it 
is teaching, he must teach; 12:8 if it is exhortation, he must exhort; if it is contributing, he 
must do so with sincerity; if it is leadership, he must do so with diligence; if it is showing 
mercy, he must do so with cheerfulness. Romans 12:6-8

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Ro 12:5–8). Bibli-
cal Studies Press.

finely argued exposition of the mercies of God (Rom. 1–11), such an offering is obviously a desir-
able response for believers. Paul then stated general implications of a believer’s offering his life 
to God as a sacrifice. Such an offering represents a complete change in lifestyle, involving both 
a negative and a positive aspect. First, Paul commanded, Do not conform (lit., “Do not be con-
formed”; this Gr. word occurs elsewhere in the NT only in 1 Peter 1:14) any longer to the pattern of 
this world (aiōni, “Age”). Living according to the lifestyle of “the present evil Age” (Gal. 1:4; cf. Eph. 
1:21) must now be put aside. 

Then Paul commanded, But be transformed (pres. passive imper., “keep on being transformed”) by 
the renewing of your mind. The Greek verb translated “transformed” (metamorphousthe) is seen in 
the English word “metamorphosis,” a total change from inside out (cf. 2 Cor. 3:18). The key to this 
change is the “mind” (noos), the control center of one’s attitudes, thoughts, feelings, and actions 
(cf. Eph. 4:22–23). As one’s mind keeps on being made new by the spiritual input of God’s Word, 
prayer, and Christian fellowship, his lifestyle keeps on being transformed.

Paul added, Then you will be able to test and approve (dokimazein, “prove by testing” [1 Peter 1:7, 
“proved genuine”], i.e., ascertain) what God’s will is—His good, pleasing (cf. Rom. 12:1), and perfect 
will. These three qualities are not attributes of God’s will as the NIV and some other translations 
imply. Rather, Paul said that God’s will itself is what is good, well-pleasing (to Him), and perfect. 
“Good,” for example, is not an adjective (God’s “good” will) but a noun (God’s will is what is good—
good, i.e., for each believer).

As a Christian is transformed in his mind and is made more like Christ, he comes to approve and 
desire God’s will, not his own will for his life. Then he discovers that God’s will is what is good for 
him, and that it pleases God, and is complete in every way. It is all he needs. But only by being 
renewed spiritually can a believer ascertain, do, and enjoy the will of God.

Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 487–488). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.



Dig Deeper

Roundtable on Spiritual Gifts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-YG85d2jEkk

Commentary 
As Paul explained, a parallelism exists between a believer’s physical body which has parts with 
differing functions and the community of believers in Christ as a spiritual body (cf. 1 Cor. 12:12–27; 
Eph. 4:11–12, 15–16). The point is that each member functions to serve the body, not the body to 
serve the members. The diversity of the many accompanies the unity of the body. Therefore it is 
important to think soundly about oneself and to evaluate properly God’s gifts and their uses.
12:6–8. Paul then applied what he had just said (vv. 3–5) to the exercise of God-given abilities for 
spiritual service (vv. 6–8). He built on the principle, We have different gifts (cf. v. 4, “not all have 
the same function”; cf. 1 Cor. 12:4). The grace-gifts (charismata) are according to God’s grace 
(charis). He listed seven gifts, none of which—with the possible exception of prophesying—is a 
sign gift. The Greek text is much more abrupt than any English translation; let him is supplied for 
smoother English. One’s “prophesying” is to be done in proportion to his faith; a better translation 
would be “in agreement to the (not ‘his’) faith.” That is, prophesying—communicating God’s mes-
sage, to strengthen, encourage, and comfort (1 Cor. 14:3)—is to be in right relationship to the body 
of truth already revealed (cf. “faith” as doctrine in Gal. 1:23; Jude 3, 20). The other six gifts men-
tioned here are serving … teaching … encouraging … contributing … leadership, and showing mercy. 
Contributing to people’s needs is to be done with generosity (en haplotēti), not skimpily (cf. 2 Cor. 
8:2; 9:11, 13). Managing, leading, or administering (proistamenos, lit., “standing before”; cf. prois-
tamenous, “who are over,” 1 Thes. 5:12) is to be done diligently (en spoudē, “in eagerness, earnest-
ness”), not lazily or halfheartedly. And bestowing mercy is to be done cheerfully (en hilarotēti, 
“in gladness”), not with sadness. Three of these seven gifts are mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:28 
(prophets, teachers, administration); two (prophets and pastor-teachers) are included in Ephe-
sians 4:11; and two (administering and serving) are listed in 1 Peter 4:10–11. Whatever one’s gift, he 
should exercise it faithfully as a stewardship from God.

Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition 
of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 488). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

Study Questions
1. How do you know what your spiritual gifts are? 
2. Where at MCC can you use your gifts? 
3. What stops you from using your spiritual gifts? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-YG85d2jEkk


Wednesday 
12:9 Love must be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil, cling to what is good. 12:10 Be devoted to 
one another with mutual love, showing eagerness in honoring one another. 12:11 Do not lag in zeal, 
be enthusiastic in spirit, serve the Lord. 12:12 Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer. 
Romans 12:9-11

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Ro 12:9–12). 
Biblical Studies Press.

 
Commentary 
This section consists of a lengthy series of short exhortations or commands. The statements relate 
to a Christian’s relationships to other people, both saved and unsaved.
12:9–10. Paul began these specific exhortations with the key ingredient for success: Love must be 
sincere. This is God’s love, which has been ministered to believers by the Holy Spirit (5:5) and must 
be ministered by them to others in the Holy Spirit’s power. “Sincere” translates anypokritos (lit., 
“without hypocrisy”), also used of love (2 Cor. 6:6; 1 Peter 1:22), of faith (1 Tim. 1:5; 2 Tim. 1:5), and 
of wisdom (James 3:17).

This first command is followed by a pair of related basic commands—Hate what is evil; cling to 
what is good. Many Bible students consider these two clauses as explanatory of the sincerity of 
love, translating the verse, “Let love be unfeigned, abhorring the evil and cleaving to the good.” 
Hating various forms of sin is frequently mentioned in Scripture (Pss. 97:10; 119:104, 128, 163; Prov. 
8:13; 13:5; 28:16; Heb. 1:9; Rev. 2:6). Turning from evil is to accompany adhering to the good (cf. 1 
Peter 3:11).

Divine love is to be exercised with other believers. The Greek adjective philostorgoi, translated 
devoted, suggests family affection. As in Romans 12:9, the second clause in verse 10 can be un-
derstood as explaining the first command. Verse 10 may be translated, “With brotherly love have 
family affection for one another, in honor giving place to one another” (cf. Phil. 2:3, “consider oth-
ers better than yourselves”).

Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition 
of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 488–489). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

Study Questions
1. Where is there hypocrisy in your life/the way you love? 
2. What causes you to lag in zeal? 
3. What does it look like for you to rejoice in hope?  

Dig Deeper
Matt Chandler on Hospitality in the Church: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDWJgoe7NfA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDWJgoe7NfA


Thursday
12:13 Contribute to the needs of the saints, pursue hospitality. 12:14 Bless those who persecute you, 
bless and do not curse. 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 12:16 Live 
in harmony with one another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly. Do not be conceit-
ed. 12:17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil; consider what is good before all people. 12:18 If possi-
ble, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all people.

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Ro 12:13–18). 
Biblical Studies Press.

Study Questions
1. Where do you have the opporutnity to weep with those who weep? 
2. How can you obey verse 18? What does that look like? 
3. How do we contribute to the needs of the Saints? 

Dig Deeper 

One Mokgatle on Communities of Grace 
https://www.acts29.com/session-3-drilling-deep-into-communities-of-grace/

https://www.acts29.com/session-3-drilling-deep-into-communities-of-grace/


Friday
12:19 Do not avenge yourselves, dear friends, but give place to God’s wrath, for it is written, “Ven-
geance is mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 12:20 Rather, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him a drink; for in doing this you will be heaping burning coals on his head. 12:21 Do 
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Ro 12:18–21). 
Biblical Studies Press.

Commentary 
12:19–21. Referring again to the negative (cf. v. 17a) Paul then exhorted his readers not to take 
revenge after they are misused. Instead they should leave room for God’s wrath (lit., “for the 
wrath”), because God has promised to avenge His people: It is Mine to avenge, I will repay (Deut. 
32:35; cf. Heb. 10:30). David’s refusal to kill Saul on two occasions when it seemed that God had 
delivered Saul into David’s hands is a classic biblical example of this principle. In light of God’s 
promise to execute vengeance, a Christian should therefore feed his enemy and quench his thirst—
in short, respond to his evil with Christian love. Heaping burning coals on his head, along with 
the first part of Romans 12:20, is a quotation from Proverbs 25:21–22. The coals on the head may 
refer to a ritual in Egypt in which a person showed his repentance by carrying a pan of burning 
charcoal on his head. Helping rather than cursing an enemy may cause him to be ashamed and 
penitent. As Paul summarized, Do not be overcome by evil, giving in to the temptation to retali-
ate, but overcome evil with good (cf. Matt. 5:44, “love your enemies”). Again positive and negative 
commands are put together (cf. Rom. 12:9, 11, 16–20).

Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition 
of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 490). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

Study Questions
1. How can you overcome evil with good this week? 
2. Where are you tempted to seek vengance? 
3. How can you serve your enemy this week? 

Dig Deeper 
Desiring God Passage Study 
https://www.desiringgod.org/scripture/romans/12/labs

https://www.desiringgod.org/scripture/romans/12/labs


Week 5 - Community
Monday 

2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh—who are called “uncircumci-
sion” by the so-called “circumcision” that is performed on the body by human hands—2:12 that you 
were at that time without the Messiah, alienated from the citizenship of Israel and strangers to 
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Eph 2:11–12). 
Biblical Studies Press.

The Book of Ephesians background:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y71r-T98E2Q

Study Questions 

1. Why were Gentiles called the uncircumscision? 
2. Why were the Gentiles without a Messiah previously? 
3. Why were the Gentiles without hope in the world? 

Commentary 
In the first ten verses of Ephesians 2, Paul has discussed the salvation of sinners in general, but 
now he turns to the work of Christ for Gentiles in particular. Most of the converts in the Ephesian 
church were Gentiles, and they knew that much of God’s program in the Old Testament involved 
the Jews. For centuries, the “circumcision” (Jews) had looked down on the “uncircumcision” (Gen-
tiles) with an attitude that God had never intended them to display. The fact that a Jew had 
received the physical mark of the covenant was no proof he was a man of faith (Rom. 2:25–29; 
Gal. 5:6; 6:15). Those who have trusted Christ have received a spiritual circumcision “made without 
hands” (Col. 2:11). But since the hour that God called Abraham, God made a difference between 
Jews and Gentiles. He made this difference, not that the Jews might boast, but that they might be 
a blessing and a help to the Gentiles. God set them apart that He might use them to be a chan-
nel of His revelation and goodness to the heathen nations. Sad to say, Israel kept this difference 
nationally and ritually, but not morally. Israel became like the lost nations around her. For this 
reason, God often had to discipline the Jews because they would not maintain their spiritual sepa-
ration and minister to the nations in the name of the true God.

Dig Deeper 
John Piper and Tim Keller on Ephesians:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCUf3daybzw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y71r-T98E2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCUf3daybzw


The one word that best describes the Gentiles is without. They were “outside” in several respects. 
Without Christ. The Ephesians worshiped the goddess, Diana, and, before the coming of the Gos-
pel, knew nothing about Christ. Those who claim that pagan religions are just as acceptable to 
God as the Christian faith will have a problem here, for Paul cites the Ephesians’ Christless state 
as a definite tragedy. But then, keep in mind that every unsaved person, Jew or Gentile, is “outside 
Christ” and that means condemnation.

Without citizenship. God called the Jews and built them into a nation. He gave them His laws 
and His blessings. A Gentile could enter the nation as a proselyte, but he was not born into that 
very special nation. Israel was God’s nation, in a way that was not true of any Gentile nation.

Without covenants. While the blessing of the Gentiles is included in God’s covenant with Abra-
ham (Gen. 12:1–3), God did not make any covenants with the Gentile nations. The Gentiles were 
“aliens” and “strangers”—and the Jews never let them forget it. Many of the Pharisees would pray 
daily, “O God, I give thanks that I am a Jew, not a Gentile.”

Without hope. Historians tell us that a great cloud of hopelessness covered the ancient world. 
Philosophies were empty; traditions were disappearing; religions were powerless to help men face 
either life or death. People longed to pierce the veil and get some message of hope from the oth-
er side, but there was none (1 Thes. 4:13–18).

Without God. The heathen had gods aplenty, as Paul discovered in Athens (Acts 17:16–23). Some-
one in that day said that it was easier to find a god than a man in Athens. “There be gods many 
and lords many,” wrote Paul (1 Cor. 8:5). But the pagan, no matter how religious or moral he might 
have been, did not know the true God. The writer of Psalm 115 contrasted the true God with the 
idols of the heathen.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 22). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

Tuesday
2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who used to be far away have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 2:14 For he is our peace, the one who made both groups into one and who destroyed the 
middle wall of partition, the hostility, 2:15 when he nullified in his flesh the law of commandments 
in decrees. He did this to create in himself one new man out of two, thus making peace, 2:16 and 
to reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by which the hostility has been 
killed.

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Eph 2:13–16). 
Biblical Studies Press.



Dig Deeper
Barry Jones on One New Humanity:
https://voice.dts.edu/chapel/one-new-humanity-jones-barry-d/

Commentary  
The “but now” in Ephesians 2:13 parallels the “but God” in Ephesians 2:4. Both speak of the gra-
cious intervention of God on behalf of lost sinners. “Enmity” is the key word in this section (Eph. 
2:15–16); and you will note that it is a twofold enmity: between Jews and Gentiles (Eph. 2:13–15) 
and between sinners and God (Eph. 2:16–18). Paul describes here the greatest peace mission in 
history: Jesus Christ not only reconciled Jews and Gentiles, but He reconciled both to Himself in 
the one body, the church.

The word reconcile means “to bring together again.” A distraught husband wants to be reconciled 
to his wife who has left him; a worried mother longs to be reconciled to a wayward daughter; and 
the lost sinner needs to be reconciled to God. Sin is the great separator in this world. It has been 
dividing people since the very beginning of human history. When Adam and Eve sinned, they 
were separated from God. Before long, their sons were separated from each other and Cain killed 
Abel. The earth was filled with violence (Gen. 6:5–13) and the only remedy seemed to be judg-
ment. But even after the Flood, men sinned against God and each other, and even tried to build 
their own unity without God’s help. The result was another judgment that scattered the nations 
and confused the tongues. It was then that God called Abraham, and through the nation of Israel, 
Jesus Christ came to the world. It was His work on the cross that abolished the enmity between 
Jew and Gentile and between sinners and God. The enmity between Jews and Gentiles (vv. 13–15). 
God had put a difference between Jews and Gentiles so that His purposes in salvation might be 
accomplished. But once those purposes were accomplished, there was no more difference. In fact, 
it was His purpose that these differences be erased forever, and they are erased through the work 
of Christ in reconciliation.

It was this lesson that was so difficult for the early church to understand. For centuries, the Jews 
had been different from the Gentiles—in religion, dress, diet, and laws. Until Peter was sent to the 
Gentiles (Acts 10), the church had no problems. But with the salvation of the Gentiles on the same 
terms as the Jews, problems began to develop. The Jewish Christians reprimanded Peter for go-
ing to the Gentiles and eating with them (Acts 11), and representatives of the churches gathered 
for an important conference on the place of the Gentiles in the church (Acts 15). Must a Gentile 
become a Jew to become a Christian? Their conclusion was, “No! Jews and Gentiles are saved the 
same way—by faith in Jesus Christ.” The enmity was gone!

Study Questions 

1. What are the two groups referred to in verse 14?
2. What is the dividing wall and what did it seperate? 
3. How was the hostility killed? 

https://voice.dts.edu/chapel/one-new-humanity-jones-barry-d/


Wednesday 
2:17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near, 2:18 so that through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 2:19 So 
then you are no longer foreigners and noncitizens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of God’s household,

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Eph 2:17–19). 
Biblical Studies Press.

Study Questions
1. How is your life different becuase of your access to the Father?
2. Do you treat other believers as fellow members of God’s household? 
3. Do you live like you are a member of God’s household? 

Dig Deeper 

How the Gospel has affected Ambassador 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeBCwt-JDeY

Commentary 
The enmity between sinners and God (vv. 16–18). Not only did the Gentiles need to be reconciled 
to the Jews, but both the Jews and the Gentiles needed to be reconciled to God! This was the 
conclusion the Apostles came to at the Jerusalem Conference recorded in Acts 15. Peter said that 
God “put no difference between us [Jews] and them [Gentiles], purifying their hearts by faith … 
But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they” 
(Acts 15:9, 11). It was not a question of the Gentile becoming a Jew to become a Christian, but the 
Jew admitting he was a sinner like the Gentile. “For there is no difference: for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:22–23). The same Law that separated Gentile and Jew 
also separated men and God, and Christ bore the curse of the Law.

The cause of that enmity was the Law, because the Law made a definite distinction between Jews 
and Gentiles. The dietary laws reminded the Jews that God had put a difference between the 
clean and unclean (Lev. 11:44–47). But the Gentiles did not obey these laws; therefore they were 
unclean. Ezekiel the prophet reminded the priests that their task was to teach the Jews “the differ-
ence between the holy and the profane” (Ezek. 44:23). The divine ordinances given by God to Isra-
el stood as a wall between the Jews and the other nations. In fact, there was a wall in the Jewish 
temple, separating the court of the Gentiles from the rest of the temple areas.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 23). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeBCwt-JDeY


Thursday 
2:20 because you have been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 2:21 In him the whole building, being joined to-
gether, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 2:22 in whom you also are being built togeth-
er into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Eph 2:20–22). 
Biblical Studies Press.

Study Questions
1. How are you growing together with others to be a holy temple to Christ? 
2. What does it mean to be a dwelling place of God in the Spirit? 
3. What does it mean to be built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets? 

Dig Deeper 

Dr. Svigel on Salvation through faith alone: 
https://voice.dts.edu/chapel/sola-fide-faith-alone/

Commentary 
In this narration Paul has stressed the contrast between what the Gentile audience was and what 
it is, making clear that they have a great deal to be thankful and praise God for and a great 
deal at stake if they choose not to continue going and growing in the direction of being God’s 
dwelling place. The rhetorical force of remembering this and realizing its significance is intended 
to build momentum for the exhortations that follow. Not to obey would be to renounce who they 
are and what God had done for them already. The present Christian condition is seen as so far 
superior to life outside Christ that there hardly seems to be a choice to make since Paul’s rhe-
torical aim is simply to encourage the audience to continue to be and do what they already are 
and are doing, perhaps now with greater of their fundamental values and of how God should be 
praised all the more.

A man stopped in my office one day and said he wanted to get help. “My wife and I need a 
re-cancellation!” he blurted out. I knew he meant “reconciliation.” But in one sense, “re-cancellation” 
was the right word. They had sinned against each other (and the Lord), and there could be no 
harmony until those sins were cancelled. A God of love wants to reconcile the sinner to Himself, 
but a God of holiness must see to it that sin is judged. God solved the problem by sending His 
Son to be the sacrifice for our sins, thereby revealing His love and meeting the demands of His 
righteousness. It was truly a “re-cancellation” (see Col. 2:13–14).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 25). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

https://voice.dts.edu/chapel/sola-fide-faith-alone/


Friday
2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh—who are called “uncircumci-
sion” by the so-called “circumcision” that is performed on the body by human hands—2:12 that you 
were at that time without the Messiah, alienated from the citizenship of Israel and strangers to 
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 2:13 But now in Christ Je-
sus you who used to be far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 2:14 For he is our 
peace, the one who made both groups into one and who destroyed the middle wall of partition, 
the hostility, 2:15 when he nullified in his flesh the law of commandments in decrees. He did this to 
create in himself one new man out of two, thus making peace, 2:16 and to reconcile them both in 
one body to God through the cross, by which the hostility has been killed. 2:17 And he came and 
preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near, 2:18 so that through 
him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 2:19 So then you are no longer foreigners and 
noncitizens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of God’s household, 2:20 be-
cause you have been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the cornerstone. 2:21 In him the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord, 2:22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in 
the Spirit. 

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Eph 2:11–22). 
Biblical Studies Press.

Study Questions
1. Who does this passage say you are? How does it describe you? 
2. What should change in your relationhips with other believers after reading this? 
3. What is the biggest takeaway you leave reading this passage with? 

Dig Deeper
The Table of Diversity and Racial Reconciliation in the Early Church: 
https://voice.dts.edu/tablepodcast/diversity-reconciliation-church/

In v. 21 Paul makes clear that it is Christ in whom the whole building is fit together. He is the key 
and the glue that binds it together. The building is growing into a holy temple of God. The naos 
was the inner sanctuary of the Temple where it was believed God dwelled. Obviously Paul can mix 
metaphors since he is talking about buildings that grow, which was perfectly appropriate in Asi-
atic epideictic rhetoric. Gentiles and Jews are added like bricks to the walls of the temple. In v. 22 
Paul says that Gentiles “are being built together with” Jewish Christians into “a dwelling of God in 
the Spirit.” The implication is that God is doing the building and fitting together into Christ. Be-
lievers are not presented here as builders. They are depicted as growing more numerous and also 
more holy and so closer and closer to God.

Witherington, B., III. (2007). The letters to Philemon, the Colossians, and the Ephesians : a socio-rhetorical commen-
tary on the captivity Epistles (p. 263). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.

https://voice.dts.edu/tablepodcast/diversity-reconciliation-church/


Week 6 - Giving 

What is Malachi?? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPGShWZ4Jvk

Study Questions
1. How will God cleanse the Levites? 
2. How does a refiner’s fire work? 
3. How is God refining you? 

Monday

Dig Deeper 

Jared C Wilson on Malachi 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/jared-c-wilson/cursed-be-the-cheat-blessed-be-the-name/

Joel Lindsay on the Fruit you are producing: 
https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/does-your-church-produce-leaves-or-fruit

Matt Chandler on the Refining Love of God 
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/the-refining-love-of-god

3:1 “I am about to send my messenger, who will clear the way before me. Indeed, the Lord you are 
seeking will suddenly come to his temple, and the messenger of the covenant, whom you long for, 
is certainly coming,” says the LORD who rules over all. 3:2 Who can endure the day of his com-
ing? Who can keep standing when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like a launderer’s 
soap. 3:3 He will act like a refiner and purifier of silver and will cleanse the Levites and refine 
them like gold and silver. Then they will offer the LORD a proper offering. 3:4 The offerings of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in former times and years past. 

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Mal 2:17–3:4). 
Biblical Studies Press.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPGShWZ4Jvk
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/jared-c-wilson/cursed-be-the-cheat-blessed-be-the-name/
https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/does-your-church-produce-leaves-or-fruit
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/the-refining-love-of-god


Tuesday
3:5 “I will come to you in judgment. I will be quick to testify against those who practice divination, 
those who commit adultery, those who break promises, and those who exploit workers, widows, and 
orphans, who refuse to help the immigrant and in this way show they do not fear me,” says the 
LORD who rules over all. 
3:6 “Since, I, the LORD, do not go back on my promises, you, sons of Jacob, have not perished. 
3:7 From the days of your ancestors you have ignored my commandments and have not kept 
them! Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD who rules over all. “But you say, ‘How 
should we return?’ 3:8 Can a person rob God? You indeed are robbing me, but you say, ‘How are 
we robbing you?’ In tithes and contributions! 3:9 You are bound for judgment because you are 
robbing me—this whole nation is guilty.

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET 
Bible (Mal 3:5–9). Biblical Studies Press.

Study Questions
1. How can God be both loving and Judgemental? 
2. How can we return to God? (v. 7)
3. How can we rob God? (v. 8) 

Dig Deeper
Tony Merida on Justice and the Christian
https://www.acts29.com/session-4-reaching-wide-living-out-the-mission-by-being-agents-of-justice/

Commentary
PRESSEL, on ver. 17. Where is the God of judgment? The judgment of the world and of Scripture 
as to the riddle of human destiny; or, there is a God, who lives to avenge and punish,—a truth 
which even men of the world admit, but which only lovers of the truth rightly understand. Ye have 
wearied, etc. Whereby is the God of infinite patience wearied? Not by our prayers. Not even by 
our infirmities, but indeed by our hardness and stubbornness, which will not confess our guilt, and 
be converted.

On ch. 3:1. Though there are quotations from the Old Testament in the New, which are to be re-
garded only as an application, though never a random one, of the language of the Old, yet, in all 
the quotations, which are accompanied by an explanation from the Lord Himself, or his Apostles, 
we have the most certain commentary, which informs us how the Old Testament writer himself 
understood, and how he would have others understand his prophecy. On this ground, such an 
interpretation of Mal. 3:1, as Hengstenberg and others have given, is untenable; for when the Lord 
Himself (Matt. 9:10; Luke 7:27) says, “This is he of whom it is written,” we must understand by, “my 
messenger,” a definite person, first named by Malachi, and not the collective body of the proph-
ets, extending down to John the Baptist. If there is to be a second coming of our Lord, it may be 

https://www.acts29.com/session-4-reaching-wide-living-out-the-mission-by-being-agents-of-justice/


assumed that the prophecy before us will be fulfilled in all its particulars, and for the very reason 
that Malachi knows no difference between a first and second coming of the Lord, and his Messi-
ah. Now it cannot but be expected, that the second coming of the Lord will be accompanied with 
the same purification as the first was in the children of Israel and that the process of this purifica-
tion will have the same general cause and result.

Lange, J. P., Schaff, P., & Packard, J. (2008). A commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Malachi (pp. 20–21). Bellingham, 
WA: Logos Bible Software.

Wednesday
3:10 “Bring the entire tithe into the storehouse so that there may be food in my temple. Test me 
in this matter,” says the LORD who rules over all, “to see if I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven and pour out for you a blessing until there is no room for it all. 3:11 Then I will stop the 
plague from ruining your crops, and the vine will not lose its fruit before harvest,” says the LORD 
who rules over all. 3:12 “All nations will call you happy, for you indeed will live in a delightful land,” 
says the LORD who rules over all.  3:13 “You have criticized me sharply,” says the LORD, “but you 
ask, ‘How have we criticized you?’ 3:14 You have said, ‘It is useless to serve God. How have we 
been helped by keeping his requirements and going about like mourners before the LORD who 
rules over all? 3:15 So now we consider the arrogant to be happy; indeed, those who practice evil 
are successful. In fact, those who challenge God escape!’ ” 

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Mal 3:10–15). 
Biblical Studies Press.

Study Questions
1. What is this passage saying about tithing? 
2. Why is God angry with his people here? 
3. Why isn’t it useless to serve God? 

Dig Deeper
FTC on Malachi and Religous Rituals 
https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/on-malachi-and-religious-ritualism

5 Errors of the Prosperity Gospel
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/5-errors-of-the-prosperity-gospel/

Should Christians Tithe? 
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/articles/should-christians-tithe

https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/on-malachi-and-religious-ritualism
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/5-errors-of-the-prosperity-gospel/
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/articles/should-christians-tithe


Thursday
3:16 Then those who respected the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD took notice. A 
scroll was prepared before him in which were recorded the names of those who respected the 
LORD and honored his name. 3:17 “They will belong to me,” says the LORD who rules over all, “in 
the day when I prepare my own special property. I will spare them as a man spares his son who 
serves him.

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Mal 3:16–17). 
Biblical Studies Press.

Study Questions
1. How can we respect the Lord and Honor his name? 
2. How has God taken ownership of us? 
3. How does this passage point to the Gospel message? 

Dig Deeper
Ver. 16. Then they that feared the Lord spake one to another. The prophet now in a narrative form 
gives the speeches of the godly in contrast with the hard speeches of the ungodly. There were a 
faithful few who feared God with a holy fear, and who valued his name, who, notwithstanding all 
appearances to the contrary, believed that verily THERE a God judging the earth. The language 
of the ungodly was the occasion of their speaking together, not, often, as in our version. It was then 
 .they testified their faith in God. We need not adopt the view of Maurer and Hitzig, that vav (זָא)
conv. is to be translated that, and begins the quotation of their very words, for this is contrary to 
usage. We have not the substance of their conversation. Jerome imagines that it was a defense of 
God’s dealings, which is doubtless correct. They sighed and cried for the abominations of the times 
(Ezekiel 9:4). Horror took hold of them because of the wicked who forsook God’s law, and they 
exhorted one another daily not to lose their faith in God, as holy and righteous. Their conduct and 
words pleased God, and to show the certainty of their reward He is represented as recording their 
names and good deeds in a book of remembrance, lest He should forget to reward them. Some 
have found an allusion to the custom of ancient kings keeping books, in which all the most im-
portant events of their reigns were recorded, as in Esther 6:1, 2, but it rests upon a much older and 
Scriptural idea, that the names and actions of the righteous are written in a book before God (Ps. 
56:9; Dan. 7:10). The Pirke Avoth, a collection of the sayings of the Rabbis, quotes this passage, and 
the comment of Rabbi Chanina ben Teradjon: “Where two sit together, and there are no words of 
the law spoken between them, there is the seat of the scorner of whom it is said, ‘He sitteth not in 
the seat of the scorner;’ but where two sit together, and words of the law are spoken between them, 
there dwells the Shekinah among them, as it is written, ‘Then they that feared the Lord spake often 
one to another.’ ”

Lange, J. P., Schaff, P., & Packard, J. (2008). A commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Malachi (p. 25). Bellingham, WA: 
Logos Bible Software.



Friday
3:18 Then once more you will see that I make a distinction between the righteous and the wicked, 
between the one who serves God and the one who does not. 
4:1 (3:19) “For indeed the day is coming, burning like a furnace, and all the arrogant evildoers will 
be chaff. The coming day will burn them up,” says the LORD who rules over all. “It will not leave 
even a root or branch. 4:2 But for you who respect my name, the sun of vindication will rise with 
healing wings, and you will skip about like calves released from the stall. 4:3 You will trample on 
the wicked, for they will be like ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I am prepar-
ing,” says the LORD who rules over all. 

Biblical Studies Press. (2005). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.; The NET Bible (Mal 3:18–4:3). 
Biblical Studies Press.

Study Questions
1. How does God save us? 
2. Is this passage good or bad news? 
3. How do we tell who is righetous and who is wicked? 

Dig Deeper
How do we see Christ in the Old Testament? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SO-YAXNRGqY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SO-YAXNRGqY

